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work, and conversations. Each phrase with romaji, when
to use it, and a real example.

100 phrases - 12 situations

japanesecompass.com



How to use this pack

These are not textbook sentences. Every phrase here comes from the situations you
actually hit in Japan: the konbini counter, the station, the office, the restaurant, the
small talk you can't dodge.

Don't memorize front to back. Pick the situation you'll face this week, learn those
phrases out loud, and watch for them in real life. The "use when" line tells you exactly
the moment each one fits.

Romaiji is training wheels: read the Japanese script first, fall back to romaji only when
stuck. When you're ready to read for real, start with hiragana at
japanesecompass.com/learn/kana/hiragana/.

® Core replies and understanding 9 phrases
® Permission and help 9 phrases
@ Safe daily reactions 9 phrases
® Review and soft upgrades 9 phrases
® Survival replies and core reactions 8 phrases
® Convenience store and shopping 8 phrases
® Restaurant and cafe 8 phrases
@® Clinic and review 8 phrases
@ Starting conversations 8 phrases
® Keeping conversations going 8 phrases
@ Asking and answering questions 8 phrases
® Ending conversations politely 8 phrases
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Start here: 10 phrases that carry you furthest

One per situation. Learn these out loud first; everything else in the pack builds on them.

@ pHhELE

wakarimashita
The standard polite way to say 'l understood' or 'Got it. Used when you receive instructions,
directions, or information and want to confirm you understood.

O 5io0-

chotto...
The gentlest way to decline.

© HohHrS
arigato
Casual 'thanks.' Use with friends, family, or people your age in relaxed settings.

O 5:-LHFHoT

chotto matte

Casual 'wait a sec.' Natural between friends.

O s5sothhbEEA

chotto wakarimasen

5 & 2 EbHD FHE A means I'm not quite sure. The & & o & softens it, you're not saying
you have no idea, just that you're uncertain.

Q HBIFKAEXRTT
fukuro wa daijobu desu
When you want to decline a bag at checkout.

© MHIXZBHETH?

emu saizu wa arimasu ka?

Ask about available sizes.

Q svIDHIREATIN?

osusume wa nan desu ka?
The universal recommendation question.

0 ©5

yaa
A casual 'hi' between close friends.

O 54
un

Casual 'yeah' to show you're listening and agreeing.

CORE REPLIES AND
UNDERSTANDING

PERMISSION AND HELP

SAFE DAILY REACTIONS

REVIEW AND SOFT
UPGRADES

SURVIVAL REPLIES AND
CORE REACTIONS

CONVENIENCE STORE
AND SHOPPING

RESTAURANT AND CAFE

CLINIC AND REVIEW

STARTING

CONVERSATIONS

KEEPING

CONVERSATIONS GOING
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® Core replies and understanding

© PO ELE

wakarimashita

The standard polite way to say 'l understood' or '‘Got it.' Used when you receive instructions,
directions, or information and want to confirm you understood.

USE WHEN: receiving instructions at work, confirming directions, replying to a staff member, acknowledging a request

OO FLT TEPDHET,

wakarimashita. sugu yarimasu. - Understood. I'll do it right away.

O L3IFL
naruhodo
Means 'l see’ or That makes sense.’ Used to show you follow someone's explanation.

USE WHEN: listening to a friend explain something, hearing a new idea, following a story, casual workplace chat

BBRIEE. E5V0ST D,

naruhodo, so iu koto ka. - | see, so that's how it works.

© ALXTY

daijobu desu

Literally ‘it's fine" but often used to mean 'I'm okay with that / | understand the situation." Works as a
soft acknowledgment when someone explains a rule, a change, or checks whether you're following.

USE WHEN: someone asks if you're okay with a plan, confirming you don't need more explanation, reassuring someone
you follow

AXKXTY. bhDhF LT

daijobu desu, wakarimashita. - That's fine, | understand.

desu
The basic polite sentence-ender.

USE WHEN: ending any polite statement, introducing yourself, confirming facts

PETY

gakusei desu. - I'm a student.

O ~F7
-masu
The polite verb ending.

USE WHEN: speaking to anyone you're not close friends with, shops, work, formal situations

TEEYD

ikimasu. - I'll go.
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on
ka

Adding H" to the end of a polite sentence turns it into a question.

USE WHEN: asking any polite question, confirming information, making requests

AEKRTE DS

daijobu desu ka. - Is it okay?

O <3V
kudasai

Means 'please (do something).' Attached to the T-form of a verb or used after a noun with %.

USE WHEN: making requests, asking for items, asking someone to do something

'T%’J—C< =& (A

matte kudasai. - Please wait.

O VIFVLWWTT
fukuro wa ii desu
Politely declining a bag at checkout.

USE WHEN: cashier offers a bag, declining plastic bag at convenience store or supermarket

LIEWVWWT T,

fukuro wa ii desu. - No bag is fine, thanks.

O BBVWLET

onegaishimasu

The all-purpose polite ‘please’ or 'yes please.’ Use it to accept whatever the cashier offers, a bag,
chopsticks, heating your food.

USE WHEN: accepting an offer at checkout, requesting chopsticks, asking them to heat food

BEVWLET,

onegaishimasu. - Yes, please.
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® Permission and help

© &k

chotto...

The gentlest way to decline.

USE WHEN: declining an invitation, dodging a request you can't fulfill, softening any no

5&28TIHLVTT,

chotto... muzukashii desu. - Hmm, that's a little difficult...

O TETY
kekko desu
A polite 'no thank you, slightly more formal than TY.

USE WHEN: declining persistent offers, saying no to a salesperson, refusing a refill or extra service

FEE T,

kekkd desu. - No thank you, I'm fine.

© THEHA

sumimasen

The Swiss Army knife of Japanese apologies.

USE WHEN: getting someone's attention, light apology, bumping into someone, thanking a stranger for help

THFEE A

sumimasen. - Excuse me, sorry to bother you.

O CHABIL
gomen nasai
A direct I'm sorry', more personal than 3 & X A.

USE WHEN: personal apology, being late to meet a friend, making a mistake that affects someone

BNTIOHART L,

okurete gomen nasai. - I'm sorry I'm late.

Q RiILLET

shitsurei shimasu

Literally 'l will be rude’, used before doing something potentially intrusive.

USE WHEN: entering a room, leaving before others, passing in front of someone, interrupting a conversation

FILLET,

shitsurei shimasu. - Excuse me (entering a room).
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O THEHA. FEIRLCTTH

sumimasen, shinjuku wa doko desu ka
The natural way to ask for directions to a station.

USE WHEN: looking for the right platform, asking for directions inside a station

THEEA. FHBIREITI DS

sumimasen, shinjuku wa doko desu ka. - Excuse me, where is Shinjuku?

O ABHETTH

nanban-sen desu ka

Asking which platform number.

USE WHEN: at a large station, checking platform number, confirming the right track

RIERTI D,

nanban-sen desu ka. - Which platform is it?

QO COTBHIIHBICITETIITH
kono densha wa shinjuku ni ikimasu ka

Confirming whether you're on the right train.

USE WHEN: standing on a platform unsure if it's the right train, confirming before boarding

COBEIFBICITIEITN,

kono densha wa shinjuku ni ikimasu ka. - Does this train go to Shinjuku?

O THEHA. IXEBEOLET

sumimasen, chdmon onegaishimasu

Getting the server's attention to order.

USE WHEN: ready to order at a restaurant, calling the server

THIFEA. EXERLNLET,

sumimasen, chimon onegaishimasu. - Excuse me, I'd like to order.
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® Safe daily reactions

O HOHHES
arigatd
Casual 'thanks.' Use with friends, family, or people your age in relaxed settings.

USE WHEN: thanking a close friend, casual acknowledgment, family

HOHHMES !

arigatd! - Thanks!

@ HHHLS5ZTVNET
arigato gozaimasu

Polite 'thank you.' The safe default for almost any situation, shops, work, strangers, service staff.

USE WHEN: thanking a shopkeeper, coworker, stranger, teacher, anyone in a polite context

HONESTEVET,

arigatd gozaimasu. - Thank you very much.

O 5b
démo
A quick, casual 'hey thanks. Very informal, used between close friends or as a passing

acknowledgment.

USE WHEN: quick thanks between friends, casual passing acknowledgment, informal settings
5%,

domo. - Hey, thanks.

© ~THLLWTTH
~te mo ii desu ka

The standard polite way to ask 'Can I..?" or 'Is it okay if I..?" Attach to the T-form of a verb.

USE WHEN: asking if you can sit somewhere, take a photo, try something on, use something

CCICESTHLWT T,

koko ni suwatte mo ii desu ka. - Can | sit here?

© LWWTTH
ii desu ka
A shorter version, just L\L\T I H after a noun or short phrase.

USE WHEN: quick permission checks, casual situations, asking before doing something obvious

. LT hS

kore, ii desu ka. - Is this okay?
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@ ~TbLB3LLTTH

~te mo yoroshii desu ka
The more formal version of TH LNWTI H.

USE WHEN: formal permission, asking a boss, requesting in a very polite context

BRILTHEBLWTTD,

shitsumon shite mo yoroshii desu ka. - May | ask a question?

© THEHA. BLoLLWLWTTH

sumimasen, chotto ii desu ka

Getting a staff member's attention politely.

USE WHEN: getting a store employee's attention, asking for help, approaching staff

FTHAEHFA. BL2ELWTTHY,

sumimasen, chotto ii desu ka. - Excuse me, do you have a moment?

© chizBbETh

kore wa arimasu ka

Asking if something is available.

USE WHEN: looking for a specific item, asking if something is in stock, checking availability

CNUIHD ETDH.

kore wa arimasu ka. - Do you have this?

© OORL=TTFH
[item] wa doko desu ka

Asking where something is.

USE WHEN: looking for a section, finding a product, locating toilets or exits

1 LIFESTID,

toire wa doko desu ka. - Where is the toilet?
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® Review and soft upgrades

@ 5&2LFoT

chotto matte

Casual 'wait a sec.' Natural between friends.

USE WHEN: asking a friend to hold on, quick pause in conversation, casual settings

5&28FoTC!

chotto matte! - Wait a sec!

D H&2EF[FoTLEETL

chotto matte kudasai
Polite ‘please wait a moment.’ Safe for any situation, strangers, staff, colleagues.

USE WHEN: asking anyone politely to wait, service situations, work, strangers

B5&28/FoTLIEEL,

chotto matte kudasai. - Please wait a moment.

@ VABBEELEEL
shésho omachi kudasai

Formal ‘please wait a moment.' Used by service staff, or when you want to sound extra polite.

USE WHEN: formal situations, staff to customer, phone calls, very polite requests

DREF/FELIRTE L,

shoshd omachi kudasai. - Please wait just a moment (formal).

0O LWLWTT
ii desu
LL\TF can mean 'that's fine / no need.’ Similar to T but slightly more direct.

USE WHEN: declining quickly, saying you don't need something, short reply to an offer

WWTY,

ii desu. - I'm good, thanks.

© Wo<OHEELLEY

yukkuri onegaishimasu

Asking someone to speak more slowly.

USE WHEN: someone is speaking too fast, need slower speech, early conversations

o> DHEMNLET,

yukkuri onegaishimasu. - Slowly, please.

japanesecompass.com 100 Real-Life Japanese Phrases



© THELA. BS—ESEVLET

sumimasen, mé ichido onegaishimasu

Adding I #F A before 5 makes it softer and more apologetic, you're acknowledging it's
your limitation, not their fault.

USE WHEN: politely asking to repeat, after failing to understand, with strangers or staff

THFEFEA. BDSI—EEEVLET,

sumimasen, mo ichido onegaishimasu. - Sorry, could you say that one more time?

@ EHETH
atatamemasu ka

The cashier asks if you want your food heated up.

USE WHEN: buying a bento or onigiri, cashier offers to microwave it

mDEI D

atatamemasu ka. - Shall | heat it up?

O HEIFWVWWTY | EEBFEVWLET

ohashi wa ii desu / ohashi onegaishimasu

Asking for or declining chopsticks.

USE WHEN: cashier asks about chopsticks, buying food to eat later, eating in

BEIIVWWTT, /| BEBBEVLET,

ohashi wa ii desu. / ohashi onegaishimasu. - No chopsticks needed. / Chopsticks, please.

© F1Yrh—FRBE5TTH
pointo k&do wa omochi desu ka

The cashier asks if you have a points card.

USE WHEN: checkout at convenience stores, pharmacies, electronics shops

KAV A—FREEFETIDS

pointo kado wa omochi desu ka. - Do you have a points card?

japanesecompass.com 100 Real-Life Japanese Phrases



® Survival replies and core reactions

© 5&othhhEHA

chotto wakarimasen

5 & o EHD XA means Tm not quite sure. The 5 & o & softens it, you're not saying you have
no idea, just that you're uncertain.

USE WHEN: asked something you're unsure about, softly admitting you don't know, avoiding a hard no

B&o28HhDFEFHA

chotto wakarimasen. - I'm not quite sure.

© bHDEEA

wakarimasen

HbH D XE A is the standard polite 'l don't know / | don't understand.’ Direct but still polite with the &
A ending.

USE WHEN: genuinely don't know the answer, can't understand what was said, need to be direct

Hhb FE A

wakarimasen. - | don't know. / | don't understand.

O 5TL&S
dé deshéd
ESTU & S means 'l wonder... or 'hmm, hard to say.' A soft hedge when you don't want to commit.

USE WHEN: hedging, not committing to an answer, thinking out loud, casual uncertainty

E5TL& S,

do deshd. - Hmm, | wonder... / Hard to say.

® PLF-LTLEETL
sukoshi matte kudasai

L o> T<Lf£& L) means please wait a little. U (a little) is slightly more polite-sounding than 5
& 2 & and works in the same situations.

USE WHEN: politely asking someone to hold on, checking something, needing a short pause

DLEF>TLIEEL,

sukoshi matte kudasai. - Please wait a moment.

O S5&0L

ima chotto...
5 & o &.. means 'right now, a little.. and trails off to signal you're busy or need a moment.

USE WHEN: you're in the middle of something, someone approaches at a bad time, need to pause

SH5&o&
ima chotto... - Now's not the best time... / I'm a bit busy right now...
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O —EELET
ichido kakunin shimasu

L ¥£9 means 'let me check once.' Useful when someone asks you something and you need
to look it up or verify before answering.

USE WHEN: need to check something before replying, verifying information, workplace queries

—EHEL XY,

ichido kakunin shimasu. - Let me check on that.

© HORrCTITh
deguchi wa doko desu ka
Asking where the exit is.

USE WHEN: looking for the exit in a station, finding the right exit number

HARREZTIDS

deguchi wa doko desu ka. - Where is the exit?

QO ELBRRRBECTTD
norikae wa doko desu ka

Asking about transfers.

USE WHEN: changing train lines, transferring at a junction station

EDMZIZIEZTID,

norikae wa doko desu ka. - Where do | transfer?
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® Convenience store and shopping

© BIRATEXTY

fukuro wa daijobu desu

When you want to decline a bag at checkout.

USE WHEN: declining a bag at convenience store checkout, cashier offers a bag

RIFARLKXTY,

fukuro wa daijobu desu. - No bag, thanks.

© L —FBEVWLET
reshrto onegaishimasu
When you want your receipt.
USE WHEN: asking for a receipt at any store or restaurant, needing proof of purchase

LY—hBEEWLET,

reshito onegaishimasu. - Receipt, please.

© HESEVLET

ohashi onegaishimasu

Chopsticks at a convenience store, they'll usually ask.

USE WHEN: asking for chopsticks with a bento or ready-to-eat meal at a konbini

EEBRLLED

ohashi onegaishimasu. - Chopsticks, please.

O RT—-VHEWLET
supdn onegaishimasu
Need a spoon for your pudding or curry?

USE WHEN: asking for a spoon at a konbini when buying dessert, soup, or curry

AT=VBEVLETD

supln onegaishimasu. - A spoon, please.

O FBZFETIHL?
nanbansen desu ka?

When you need to find which platform your train departs from.

USE WHEN: asking which platform number your train leaves from at a station

RRITSIAERTID?

tokyo-yuki wa nanbansen desu ka? - Which platform is it?
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@ EO#]X

norikae

Transfer, the word you'll see on signs and hear in announcements.

USE WHEN: asking about or understanding train transfer information at a station

‘DR IIEZTIN?

norikae wa doko desu ka? - Where do | transfer?

© RDER
tsugi no eki

Next station, you'll hear this in every train announcement.

USE WHEN: listening to train announcements, checking if the next stop is yours

RDERFEZTTH?

tsugi no eki wa doko desu ka? - What's the next station?

I—
@ ~17&
~yuki
Z means 'bound for’, it's on every train sign.

USE WHEN: reading train destination signs, understanding which direction a train goes

ChIFEBITEITIN?

kore wa shibuya-yuki desu ka? - Is this the train bound for Shibuya?
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® Restaurant and cafe

© MYAXRBBDETH?

emu saizu wa arimasu ka?

Ask about available sizes.

USE WHEN: asking if a specific size is available at a clothing shop

MY A XIEHD EITH?

emu saizu wa arimasu ka? - Do you have this in medium?

@ tOBIEHDETH?

hoka no iro wa arimasu ka?

Ask about different colors.

USE WHEN: asking about other available colors at a shop

toBIEHD ETTH?

hoka no iro wa arimasu ka? - Do you have other colors?

(55 32!
kuro

Black, the most useful color word for shopping.

USE WHEN: asking for a black item at a shop, specifying color preference

EEHOEIN?

kuro wa arimasu ka? - Do you have it in black?

O HABELTHLWWLWTIDL?

shichaku shite mo ii desu ka?

Want to try something on?
USE WHEN: asking to try on clothes at a shop, requesting use of fitting room

AELTHLWWTTH?

shichaku shite mo ii desu ka? - Can | try this on?

© SHPEVTT

kibun ga warui desu

The starting point when you feel unwell.

USE WHEN: telling a doctor, pharmacist, or friend you're feeling unwell

[PDENTT,

kibun ga warui desu. - I'm not feeling well.
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@ BEHEVWTT
atama ga itai desu

Headache, one of the most common symptoms to describe.

USE WHEN: telling a doctor or pharmacist you have a headache

BEHAEVTT,

atama ga itai desu. - | have a headache.

O BHHDIET

netsu ga arimasu

Fever, essential for clinic visits.

USE WHEN: telling a doctor or pharmacist you have a fever, reporting symptoms at a clinic

BHBHBOD Y,

netsu ga arimasu. - | have a fever.

© BRHDETH?

kusuri wa arimasu ka?

Ask for medicine.

USE WHEN: asking for medicine at a pharmacy, looking for specific medication

BRRMOEFHOETIH?

kaze no kusuri wa arimasu ka? - Do you have medicine for this?
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® Clinic and review

© BTTHREATTN?

osusume wa nan desu ka?

The universal recommendation question.

USE WHEN: asking for a recommendation at a restaurant, shop, or any service

EITITDIMETIN?

osusume wa nan desu ka? - What do you recommend?

© AEPBZORATIN?

ninki ga aru no wa nan desu ka?
Asking what's popular.
USE WHEN: asking what the popular or best-selling item is at a shop or restaurant

AK[IDBBDIIETITH ?

ninki ga aru no wa nan desu ka? - What's popular here?

® MHTEHRATTITE

hajimete nan desu kedo

Tell them it's your first time, staff will often give you extra help and recommendations.

USE WHEN: telling staff it's your first time visiting a place, asking for beginner guidance

MHTHATTITE. BETITDIEHODETH?

hajimete nan desu kedo, osusume wa arimasu ka? - This is my first time, so...

@ LW<5TTH?
ikura desu ka?

The essential price question.

USE WHEN: asking the price of an item at any shop, market, or restaurant

he WSBTID?

kore, ikura desu ka? - How much is this?

© H—FREXFEFTH?
kado wa tsukaemasu ka?

Before you even try to pay, check if they take cards.

USE WHEN: asking if a shop or restaurant accepts credit cards

A—RIFEZEIH?

kado wa tsukaemasu ka? - Can | use a card?
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© &2
otsuri
Change, when you pay cash and they give you coins back.

USE WHEN: receiving change after cash payment, understanding when cashier mentions change

DD T,

otsuri desu. - Here's your change.

© O

deguchi

Exit, one of the most important station words.

USE WHEN: asking about or looking for a specific exit at a train station

THFEA. HOREES5TIN?

sumimasen, deguchi wa dochira desu ka? - Which exit should | take?

® EnaREnTyHh?

chikai deguchi wa dore desu ka?

Asking which exit is closest to where you're going, saves a lot of walking.

USE WHEN: asking which exit is nearest to your destination at a station

~SEVWEORENTI D ?

~ni chikai deguchi wa dore desu ka? - Which exit is closest?
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@ Starting conversations

O *h

yaa
A casual 'hi' between close friends.

USE WHEN: greeting a close friend, casual settings

PH. ALXD !

yaa, hisashiburi! - Hey, long time no see!

@ CAICBIR
konnichiwa
The standard polite daytime hello.

USE WHEN: greeting acquaintances, neighbours, shop staff

CAICBIF. WLWER T 13,

konnichiwa, ii tenki desu ne. - Hello, nice weather isn't it.

@ BlRESSTVET
ohayou gozaimasu

A polite good morning, expected at work and with seniors.

USE WHEN: greeting colleagues in the morning, formal settings

BIIESITTVET SHLLBLERBEWVWLET,

ohayou gozaimasu, kyou mo yoroshiku onegaishimasu. - Good morning, looking forward to today.

@ TR?
genki?
Casual 'you good?' between friends.

USE WHEN: greeting a friend you haven't seen in a while

ALRXD I TR ?
hisashiburi! genki? - Long time! How are you?

@ AFC>5?
choushi dou?

Casual 'how's it going?' that asks about your current state.

USE WHEN: asking a friend or colleague how things are going

B, BFES?

saikin, choushi dou? - How's it been lately?
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O $HEHTT

maamaa desu

A polite 'so-so’ that's honest without oversharing.

USE WHEN: answering when things aren't great but you don't want to complain

EFHEHTITR. LLLT

maamaa desu ne, isogashikute. - So-so, things are busy.

@ ». OOTA!
a, ~san!
A surprised greeting when you spot someone you know.

USE WHEN: spotting a friend across the street, in a station

H. HRTA !

a, tanaka-san! - Oh, Tanaka-san!

® ALAD
hisashiburi

‘Long time no see’ between friends.

USE WHEN: running into a friend you haven't seen in a while

HH. ALRXD | wRfeo7k?

waa, hisashiburi! genki datta? - Wow, long time! How've you been?
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® Keeping conversations going

@ 5h
un

Casual 'yeah' to show you're listening and agreeing.
USE WHEN: chatting with friends, light agreement

Shs DD Bo

un, wakaru. - Yeah, | get it.

D EOBAE
sou nan da
'Oh, | see' / is that so' to show interest in what they said.
USE WHEN: responding when someone shares news

EF5RATE. HISRHh o7,

sou nan da, shiranakatta. - Oh really, | didn't know.

D R
hee
A surprised 'huh, really’ that keeps the speaker going.

USE WHEN: reacting to a new fact in a conversation

ANZ. EEW,

hee, omoshiroi ne. - Huh, that's interesting.

® 5TThH
sou desu ka

Polite 'oh | see’ for neutral acknowledgement.

USE WHEN: polite or work conversations, taking in info

H. €5TIhS

aa, sou desu ka. - Oh, | see.

© #HIC?
hontou ni?

‘Really?’ showing genuine surprise.

USE WHEN: reacting to something surprising a friend told you

AR RHIZ?

ee, hontou ni? - What, really?
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© SALEATETA
kyou mo kondemasu ne

Comment on the crowded train, Japan's universal small-talk opener.

USE WHEN: standing next to someone you know on a crowded train

SHHEATEIR.

kyou mo kondemasu ne. - It's crowded again today.

® LWLWXKTIHR

ii tenki desu ne

Safe weather comment to break the silence.

USE WHEN: the silence is awkward and you want to break it

SHIZVLVLWEKT T 1.

kyou wa ii tenki desu ne. - Nice weather today, isn't it.

@ LTETTTN?
doko made desu ka?

'Where are you headed?' to extend the chat naturally.
USE WHEN: continuing small talk on the train

SHIZLEIEFTTIN?

kyou wa doko made desu ka? - Where are you headed today?
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® Asking and answering questions

@ ATTH?

nan desu ka?

Polite 'what is it?', point and ask in shops or at work.

USE WHEN: pointing at something you don't recognise

ChiZETIH?

kore wa nan desu ka? - What's this?

D xXo. fA?
e? nani?
Casual 'huh, what?' when you missed what was said.

USE WHEN: you didn't catch a friend's words

Zo. @?H5—[@E7

e?, nani? mou ikkai? - Huh, what? One more time?

® f{Icdd?
nan ni suru?
Casual ‘'what'll you have?' for menus, choices, plans.

USE WHEN: ordering with a friend, picking together

SUFAICTE?

ranchi, nan ni suru? - What are you getting for lunch?

ESTTH?
doko desu ka?

'Where is it?' the universal location question.

USE WHEN: asking about a place or item

FLIFESTID?

toire wa doko desu ka? - Where's the bathroom?

® WOTITH?
itsu desu ka?

'When is it?' for events, deadlines, meetups.
USE WHEN: asking about timing

KBRVWDOTIH?
kaigi wa itsu desu ka? - When's the meeting?
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D fFAIRFHS ?
nanji kara?
Casual 'starting at what time?"' to pin down a start.

USE WHEN: asking a friend the start time of something

BAR. fAlsHh 5 ?

ashita, nanji kara? - Tomorrow, starting what time?

® O0KRECTIH?
~ wa doko desu ka?
Direct 'where is X?' that works in any city.

USE WHEN: looking for a station, shop, or address

FEBRIFEITIN?

shibuya-eki wa doko desu ka? - Where is Shibuya Station?

® HOHHESTTVET, IO FELL
arigatou gozaimasu, tasukarimashita

Warmer thank-you that signals 'you saved me'.
USE WHEN: thanking the stranger after they helped

HONESTTVET, BIhD FL T

arigatou gozaimasu, tasukarimashita. - Thank you, that helped a lot.
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® FEnding conversations politely

© Lrbh

jaa ne

Casual 'see ya' between friends.

USE WHEN: parting from a friend after hanging out

Cxdta. £1EET B,

jaa ne, mata renraku suru. - See you, I'll text you.

© %7-88H
mata ashita

'See you tomorrow!, light and warm.

USE WHEN: leaving school, the office, or a regular meet

Ced. F/PHHS

jaa, mata ashita. - Alright, see you tomorrow.

© BENITETLE
otsukaresama deshita

Polite ‘good work today' that doubles as a goodbye at work.

USE WHEN: leaving the office or ending a work call

BENEETLI. BERICKILLET,

otsukaresama deshita, osaki ni shitsurei shimasu. - Thanks for today, I'l head out first.

© BhbhELLE

tasukarimashita

‘That helped me out’, warmer than just % D A'& 5.

USE WHEN: thanking after a real favour or rescue

AHICBHD LT

hontou ni tasukarimashita. - That really helped me out.

© L». 2323

ja, sorosoro

‘Alright, | should get going’, a soft signal that the call's ending.

USE WHEN: signaling the wrap-up on a call with a friend

Ce. £€5€ 5,

ja, sorosoro. - Alright, | should get going.
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© SHIEBHLHLES

kyou wa arigatou

‘Thanks for today’, closes a call warmly.

USE WHEN: thanking someone for their time on the call

SHEHOLMRES. ELH o7

kyou wa arigatou, tanoshikatta. - Thanks for today, that was fun.

© FI-EET BN

mata renraku suru ne

Tll text you again', keeps the door open.

USE WHEN: ending a call but staying in touch

Cxdb. FIEET D1

jaa, mata renraku suru ne. - Okay, I'll text you again.

@ BEICKILLFET

osaki ni shitsurei shimasu

'Excuse me for leaving first', expected when you head out before others.

USE WHEN: leaving the office while colleagues stay

BEICKILLETD,

osaki ni shitsurei shimasu. - Il head out first, see you.
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na5k > T

Keep going

Every phrase in this pack comes from a full scenario lesson with more
context, contrasts, and follow-ups.

Free scenario lessons: japanesecompass.com/lessons

Daily micro-lessons: @japanesecompass on Instagram
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